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                            September 12, 2003

A Southern Season announces grand opening events

CHAPEL HILL — A Southern Season is celebrating the Grand Opening of its new University Mall store with an 11-day food-lover’s extravaganza from Sept. 25 to Oct. 5. More than 100 events are planned during the Grand Opening along with daily prize drawings. 

The new location will more than double the size of the old one, going from 28,000 square feet to 59,000; every department will be larger, and the House and Home department alone will be equal in size to half of the previous store and includes Villa Vietri, a store-within-a-store. This new boutique within A Southern Season will be larger than the Italian importer’s Manhattan store. Another new addition will be a Floral Market featuring fresh flowers.

The store's new cooking school, Culinary Lessons at A Southern Season (CLASS), will provide an epicurean education dished up with expertise and style. Participants can learn from regional notables and internationally renowned celebrity chefs. Visiting chefs enjoy the European elegance of The Siena Hotel, Capital City Luxury Transportation, and top-of-the-line kitchen equipment furnished by the definitive kitchen components, Sub-Zero and Wolf. 

A Southern Season also will unveil its new Community Spotlight Program, a newly established way for the company to promote a culture of service and social responsibility. Space just inside The Clocktower entry was specifically designed for use by community and nonprofit organizations and offers the perfect spotlight to educate the community, sell raffle tickets, or hold fund raisers.
The Community Spotlight Program kicks off with a Folk Art exhibit hosted by Immaculate Baking Co. of Flat Rock, NC, whose line of baked goods features regional folk art on their packaging. Proceeds from this event will benefit the Folk Art Foundation, created by Immaculate Baking.  Owners from Immaculate Baking, which baked the world’s largest chocolate chip cookie earlier this year, also will be present.  

At least 40 owners of gourmet specialty food companies are scheduled to participate in A Southern Season’s grand opening, including Neuhaus master chocolatier Daniel Stallaert from Brussels, Pimpernel owner Denis Martin from London, and Dmitry Kurilov from Korkunov, the first premium chocolate from Russia available in the US. World-renowned chocolatier Joseph Schmidt of San Francisco will be dipping chocolates and creating chocolate sculptures. 

Some luminaries will be here as featured teachers at our new world-class cooking school. During our inaugural 11 days we will have nationally renowned chefs, including the hautest of haute cuisine celebrities, David Rosengarten, Barbecue guru Steve Raichlen, Dave of Dave’s Gourmet and inventor Dave’s Insanity Sauce, as well as local celebrities Mildred “Mama Dip” Council, Sara Foster of Foster’s Market and Jim Anile of the Siena Hotel’s Il Palio.
In a try for a world record, Butterfields Candy, creator of Peach Buds, will unveil the world’s largest peach bud on Sept. 27.  After being flown into Chapel Hill’s airport, a helicopter will airlift it to the University Mall parking lot.

Not confined to the store, the celebration spills out into the mall and its parking lot with the Jelly Belly mobile (a Volkswagen Beetle covered with jelly beans), the Big Green Honest Tea Machine, and the Switchmobile, representing a naturally carbonated beverage that was recently featured on Good Morning America.

Daily drawings will be held for grand prizes that include a Gourmet London Vacation for two, a trip to New York, a $1,000 gift certificate to A Southern Season, a $2,500 holiday shopping spree to University Mall, and a two-year lease on a 2004 Volvo. 

Contact:  

Deborah Miller, Marketing & Communications Manager, 919.929.7133 -- deborah@southernseason.com

Note:  

A complete schedule of events, grand opening prizes and drawings, and images of cooking school presenters are located at http://www.southernseason.com/media.asp. 
